
Section 1 The Origins of the Cold War c1945-1949
1. What were the long term causes of the Cold War?

2. What were the more immediate causes of the Cold War?

3. To what extent were capitalism and communism incompatible?

4. What were the agreements made at the wartime conferences?

5. Why did the Grand Alliance breakdown?

6. Why did Stalin expand the Soviet Union?

7. Why did tensions increase between 1946-1947?

8. How did the USA try to defend freedom in Europe?

9. How did the Soviet Union respond to the Long Telegram and Iron Curtain?

10.How and why did US foreign policy change from isolation to containment?

11.How and why did the US become more involved in Europe?

12.Why did conflict break out over Germany?

13.What were the causes events and consequences of the Berlin Blockade? 

Part one: To the brink of nuclear war, c1945–1963



Section 2 The widening of the Cold War 1949-1955
1. How and why did the US look to restructure Japan?

2. How and why did China fall to communism?

3. How and why did US foreign policy develop?

4. What were the causes and the events of the Korean War?

5. To what extent were Kim and Rhee to blame for the Korean War?

6. To what extent were the superpowers involved in the Korean War?

7. How and why did the Korean War come to an end?

8. Why did the second red scare occur in the USA?

9. To what extent did the USA become a global policeman?

10. To what extent did US foreign policy change under Eisenhower? 
Section 3 the Global War 1955-1963
1. What impact did Khrushchev have on East-West relations?

2. How and why did the Soviets intervene in uprisings in Eastern Europe?

3. To what extent was peaceful coexistence a success?

4. How and why did the arms race escalate?

5. How and why did the space race escalate?

6. What impact did events in Berlin have on international relations between 1958-1961?

7. How did the U2 spy plane affair undermine peaceful coexistence?

8. How and why did the conflict in Vietnam develop between 1954-1962?

9. How and why did the world nearly end in nuclear war?

10. What were the consequences of the Cuban Missile Crisis?



Confrontation and cooperation, c1963–1972 (A-level only)
1. Why did Jonson escalate conflict in Vietnam?

2. Was the Gulf of Tonkin resolution inevitable?

3. Should the US tactics have been too much for the Vietnamese?

4. To what extent was the Tet Offensive a turning point in the war?

5. How were Nixon's policies in Vietnam different to Johnson’s?

6. Why did Nixon extend the war into Cambodia and Laos?

7. How were the Chinese involved in the Vietnam war?

8. How did both sides begin to pursue negotiations?

9. What were the outcomes of the Paris Peace talks?

10. How and why were the North victorious in the Vietnam War?

11. What were the consequences of the Vietnam War?

12. Who were the long term victors from the Cuban Missile Crisis?

13. To what extent did the Arms Race slow due to the Cuban Missile Crisis?

14. How and why did the USSR come under pressure in the late 1960s?  

Part two: from Détente to the end of the Cold War, c1963–1991

(A-level only)

The Brezhnev era, 1972–1985 (A-level only)
1. To what extent was Détente successful until 1979?

2. How did the Arms Race develop until 1979?

3. How and why did the Second Cold War develop?

4. Why did the Soviets invade Afghanistan?

5. To what extent was Reagan responsible for the Second Cold War?

6. How did the Cold War develop in Africa?

7. How and why did the Cold War develop in Latin America?



The ending of the Cold War, 1985–1991 (A-level only)
1. How far was Gorbachev responsible for ending the Cold War?

2. How and why was Gorbachev under pressure as a new Soviet leader?

3. What was New Thinking and how was it implemented?

4. How significant were economic problems in the difficulties faced by the 

Soviet Union?

5. How far was Summit diplomacy responsible for the end of The Cold War?

6. How far was Reagan a catalyst for the end of the Cold War?

7. To what extent did Bush’s foreign policy differ to Reagans?

8. How and why did Communism collapse in Eastern Europe?

9. How and why did the Cold War end in the third world?

10.What was agreed at the Malta summit?

11.How and why was Germany reunified?

12.How and why did the USSR collapse?

13.Why did Gorbachev resign? 


