
Section 1 Reform and challenge, c1851–c1886
1. How Democratic was Britain in the Mid 19th Century?

2. How did the Conservative and Liberal Party Develop up to 1867?

3. What role did Ruling elites play in British Politics?

4. How did Gladstone maintain control of the Liberal Party and the Premiership during this period?

5. How did Disraeli reform and create the ‘Modern Conservative Party’?

6. How far did Britain become more democratic between 1866 – 1886?

7. How did the Political parties appeal to the people during this period?

8. What made Britain the workshop of the World in 1851?

9. Why did Britain prosper economically before 1873?

10. How far was Britain in a period of depression between 1873 and 1886?

11. What were the ideological beliefs of Laissez Faire and Free Trade, and how did they affect the economy?

12. How did social life differ across the social classes?

13. How did Regional division impact the lifestyles of people across Britain?

14. How far did living standards increase throughout the period 1851-1886?

15. How did Social Movements of Self Help and Trade Unions develop and what impact did they have on 

Social Policy?

16. To what extent did the governments of the period provide effective support for the poor through their 

Social Policies?

17. What were the problems with the relationship between Britain and Ireland in the Mid-19th Century?

18. How effectively did Britain (particularly Gladstone) manage the relationship with Ireland and resolve their 

problems up to 1886?

19. What were the Factors behind Gladstone’s decision to convert to Home Rule in 1886?

20. How and why did the People of Ireland begin to develop groups to challenge British Dominance in Ireland?

Part one: Victorian and Edwardian Britain, c1851–1914



Section 2 Challenges to the status quo, c1886–1914
1. Why did the Conservatives dominate British politics in the years 1886 – 1905?

2. Why did the Liberals struggle to challenge the Conservatives throughout the period 1886-1905?

3. How and why did the Labour Party Emerge from various groups before 1906?

4. How did New Liberalism develop within the Liberal party and allow it to win and maintain power 

from 1905?

5. How significant were the constitutional changes in the crisis years of 1909-1911?

6. How did the Labour Party Develop up to the outbreak of WW1?

7. How far was Britain truly in a Great Depression between 1886 and 1914?

8. What were the key problems with the Economy and Industry during this period?

9. What was the debate over Tariff reform and how did this affect the Economic policy of this period?

10. How did New Unionism and Syndicalism grow to support the needs of the Working classes?

11. How did lifestyle for people develop during this period what was the effect of the growth in the 

urban population?

12. How far did the Service Industries develop in this period and to what extent did they challenge the 

Staple Industries?

13. What led to the emerging campaign for Women’s suffrage and to what extent were they successful 

by 1914?

14. What Social Policies were passed by up to 1905 and how far did they improve life for the people?

15. What made the People’s budget such a change from previous Taxation policies?

16. How effective was the Welfare support implemented by the Liberals between 1906 and 1914?

17. Why was the Campaign for Home Rule unsuccessful between 1886 and 1910?

18. How were the Conservatives able to manage the relationship with Ireland between 1886 and 1905?

19. Why did Home Rule re-emerge as an issue post 1910 and to what extent was this successful by 1914?

20. Why was Ireland close to Civil War on the outbreak of WW1 and what was done to prevent conflict?



Section 3 The Great War and its impact, 1914–1939
1. What changes took place in Politics during the First World War?

2. What was the significance of the Coalition government from 1916 to 1922, and what was the significance of the 

Coupon Election?

3. What was the impact of WW1 and its aftermath on the Conservative and Labour Parties?

4. Why did the Liberal Party decline between 1914 and 1922?

5. How did the Political fortunes of Labour change following the Expansion of the Franchise in 1919?

6. What electoral reforms took place during the Interwar period and what was the impact of these reforms?

7. What were the position of Conservative and Labour Governments between 1923 and 1931?

8. Why was the National Government formed in 1931 and what was the impact of the parties throughout the National 

Government?

9. How did the Abdication Crisis play out and how did this impact British Politics?

10. To what extent were the Radical Political Parties a threat to the establishment during the Inter War period?

11. How did War impact the British Economy?

12. What were the issues with Staple Industries during WW1 and the Interwar period?

13. What was the causes and effects of the General Strike?

14. What was the causes and effects of the Great Depression on Britain?

15. How did Government finances vary across the period and how did Britain recover in the 1930’s?

16. How did the role and position of Women change 1914-39?

17. How did the position of the Working classes change during the Interwar years?

18. How did Regional divisions impact Society?

19. How did the Media affect lifestyles for people living in Britain?

20. How effective were the social reforms of the inter war years in Education, Housing, Welfare and Employment?

21. Why did the Irish Nationalists attempt the Easter rising and how was this managed by the British Government?

22. Why did Britain and Ireland Clash during the Inter war years?

23. How effective were government policies towards Ireland during the Inter War Years in resolving the problem of 

Ireland?

24. How far were the solutions to the Irish Problems effective and supported by all during the Inter War Period?

Part two: The World Wars and their legacies: Britain, 1914–1964



Section 4 Transformation and change, 1939–1964
1. What were the effects of WW2 on British Politics and how effective was the wartime government in leading Britain 

through War?

2. How far was Churchill a Great Wartime Leader?

3. Why did Labour win the 1945 Election and how Socialist were their policies?

4. Why did the Conservatives Dominate British Politics from 1951 to 1964?

5. Why did the Labour Party fail to oppose the Conservatives during this period?

6. To what extent was their consensus in British Politics between 1951 and 1964?

7. To what extent did the Establishment still dominate Politics after WW2?

8. Why did Labour win the 1964 Election?

9. How far did WW2 impact the British Economy?

10. What were the economic policies post WW2 and how successful were they in leading to economic prosperity?

11. What was the impact of WW2? 

12. How did a period of austerity affect the British public?

13. To what extent was there a ‘post war boom’? Was it true that the public ‘Never had it so good?’ 

14. How did the position of women change after WW2? 

15. What impact did this new age of a ‘consumer revolution’ change the position of the youth? 

16. How far did immigration from the Windrush lead to racial tensions?

17. What impact did The Beveridge Report have?

18. How did the welfare state grow in the post-war period? 

19. How far did the Butler Act lead to a revolutionary growth in education? 

20. What impact did the Welfare State, the NHS and improvements to living conditions have on the British 

population?

21. Why did friction continue between Northern / Republic of Ireland during WW2?

22. How did Anglo-Irish relations develop after WW2?

23. What we the riots of September 1964 and how did they link to the beginnings of civil rights campaigns in Ireland?


