
 
Radicalisation/ Prevent 

Children and young people have a natural curiosity which as parents you will want to 

encourage. However, as our children grow up, we have to take different steps to ensure their 

safety. Each year, a number of young girls and boys are persuaded to support extremist 

ideologies because:  

• They may be searching for answers to questions about identity, faith and belonging; 

• They may be driven by the desire for ‘adventure’ and excitement; 

• They may be driven by a need to raise their self-esteem and promote their ‘street cred’; 

• They may be drawn to a group or individual who can offer identity, social network and 

support; 

• They may be influenced by world events and a sense of grievance resulting in a need to 

make a difference. 

This can happen online, through peer interaction and the media.  

Recognising extremism may include but is not limited to the following: 
 

• Out of character changes in dress, behaviour and peer relationships; 
• Secretive behaviour; 
• Losing interest in friends and activities; 

• Showing sympathy for extremist causes; 
• Glorifying violence; 
• Possessing illegal or extremist literature; 
• Advocating messages like illegal organisations. 

 

Remember that none of these signs prove that your child is at risk in any way, but if you notice anything 

that confuses or worries you try talking things over with them. They may well tell you to stop fussing. 

They may be laid back. In any case, think about their demeanour and attitude as well as what they say. 

If you are still concerned contact a member of the safeguarding team for support. 

 

Prevention: Top tips to help you to manage the risks:  

• Know where your child is, who they are with and check this for yourself; 
• Know your child’s friends and their families; 
• Keep lines of communication open, listen to your child and talk to them about their 

interests; 
• Encourage them to take up positive activities with local groups that you can trust; 

• Talk to your child about what they see on the TV or the internet and explain that what 
they see or read may not be the whole picture; 

• Allow and encourage debate and questioning on local and world events and help them 
see different points of view; 

• Encourage your child to show an interest in the local community and show respect for 
people from all faiths and backgrounds; 

• Help your child to understand the dangers of becoming involved in situations about 
which they may not have the full information; 



 
• Teach them that expressing strong views and trying to change things for the better is 

fine, but they should not take violent action against others or support those that do; 
• Be aware of your child’s on-line activity and update your own knowledge; 
• Know what social media and messaging sites your child uses; 
• Remind your child that people they contact over the internet may be pretending to be 

someone else or telling them things that are not true; 
• Explain that anyone who tells them to keep secrets from their family or teachers is likely 

to be trying to do them harm or put them in danger. 
 


