
   

18 November 2022 
 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 

 

Principal’s Bulletin 
 
Today is one of my favourite days at Oxted School, Year 11 Taster Day. 
  
This is a day when Year 11 students get to experience being a Sixth Form student for the day. Not only 
do they get to attend lessons in their chosen A-Level subjects, but they also get to experience the Sixth 
Form common room and that extra level of freedom. For me it is fabulous to see not only how the 
maturity of our students grows throughout the day, but also to see their reaction in the coming weeks. 
In the lead up to their mocks they start to knuckle down in lessons and begin to revise in earnest.  
 
I know as parents it can be hard to know how to support our children through their education especially 
at stressful times such as mocks. For me there are a few things parents can do to support (this would 
apply to all students, not just those during the mocks): 
 

1. Help your child set up a revision or work timetable 

2. Ensure that your child has a quiet place to work, if this is not possible then maybe encourage 
them to use the facilities at school 

3. Ensure your child has all the equipment they need, especially those key items such as a 
calculator 

4. Access the revision resources on Teams. All subject areas and teachers will have placed 
resources on Teams that students can use to revise. 

5. Talk to them regularly about their learning, share your positive experiences of education, please 
try to avoid comments such as "I wasn't good at Art either..." you would be surprised what 
impact these comments can have on them 

6. Ask them to explain topics to you at the dining table 

7. Show them how you used to revise at School or University (mind maps, lists, past papers) all 
these techniques still work today 

8. Make sure they know that whilst we all want them to do well, their effort and determination is 
what impresses us most 

9. Talk to them about their resilience, not giving up but to keep going, the 'just cannot do it yet'. 

10. Praise and recognise their effort as this might feel odd giving a teenager praise but whilst they 
might say they do not like it, they do, everyone likes to be recognised for their hard work 

11. Feeding them a good breakfast before school is really important, especially during the mocks. 
Make sure they are having a healthy breakfast before leaving the house and are coming to 
school with plenty of water to drink. All of this will help improve their concentration and energy 
levels 
 

Lastly, remind them to switch off and relax. Exams are stressful and some of our students will set 
themselves unrealistic expectations, they need to have time off (in moderation) to recharge and then 
go again. 
 
I will say it, as they might find it hard to say, but they do really appreciate your support at home and 
it can make a massive difference. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
E-Safety 
I would like to remind parents and carers that it is vitally 
important to check your child's mobile phone regularly. This 
will enable you to ensure that your child is not only safe but is 
also using social media correctly.  
 
Whilst many of us may wish that social media did not exist, it 
is here to stay, and we all have a duty to educate our children 
on how to use it appropriately.  
 
Over the coming weeks our E-Safety Lead, Mrs Shields, will 
share more content to help parents support their young people. 
 
 
Christmas Extravaganza, Saturday 19 November 
I would like to invite you all to the Friends of Oxted School (FOXS) Christmas Extravaganza. I hope you 
can join us and help support Oxted School. We are so lucky to have parents and staff who give so 
much time to enhance the Oxted School experience. 
 
Vacancies  
Like many schools and businesses, recruitment recently has become harder than ever, so I thought I 
would reach out to the parent body. If you are interested in working at Oxted School or may know 
someone who is, please review our vacancies pages https://www.oxtedschool.org/Current-Vacancies/  
we would love to hear from you. 
 
Finally, next week is Stars in our Schools, when we celebrate the hard work and dedication of our 
support staff and I thought it would be lovely to add your appreciation to that day as well. So, if you 
would like to thank / recognise the work of a particular member of the support staff at Oxted School 
please email thankstaff@oxted.thpt.org.uk.  They deserve it. 
 
Thank you in advance as ever for your support. I wish you all a lovely weekend. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
        
 
 
 
Mr R Bond 
Partnership Principal 
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