
   

2 December 2022 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 

 

Principal’s Bulletin 
 
It is hard to believe that we are now in December.  If, like me, that means that the Christmas Elf has 
arrived back at your house, then you will understand the pressures that are now put upon parents for 
the next few weeks!  I know that this year more than ever, Christmas and the festive period will present 
more challenges than before. Fuel prices, interest rates, and general inflation will mean that families 
will have to cut back. 
 
These pressures, as much as we try and shield them from our children, do get through and I just want 
to reassure parents that as a school we make sure we have effective safeguarding and pastoral systems 
in place to support young people. Our amazing team of teachers and support staff work tirelessly to 
ensure every child has a trusted adult in school and that every child is looked after. 
 
I do appreciate for our community these pressures may be polarised and especially in our affluent part 
of Surrey, the disparity between the 'haves' and 'have nots' cannot be more evident.  I also know just 
how amazing our community is in supporting each other and I would like to thank every family who 
has gone out of their way to either support local charities or local families at this difficult time. 
 
Finally, I would like to thank all of those who supported the Christmas Extravaganza, and especially the 
FOXS who did an amazing job in putting on such a wonderful event.  The singing, cakes, stalls and 
atmosphere were truly exceptional and once I have a figure of the money raised I will share that with 
the local community. 
 
Christmas Meal and Jumper Day 
 
In terms of the festive period, I would like to remind parents that next Thursday 8 December is 
Christmas Jumper Day with a Christmas meal at lunchtime.  It is with great pleasure that we are able 
to host not only the Christmas meal, but also the Senior Citizens Christmas Party on Wednesday 7 
December too.  With over two years of disruption, it will be lovely to bring these things into the local 
community and back into school. 
 
Assessments 
 
This week marked the start of the first week of Year 11 mock exams. It goes without saying that mock 
exams come with additional pressures for young people. It has been amazing to see just how the Year 
11s have taken this in their stride.  They have attended every exam with impeccable behaviour and 
also with determination. 
 
Over the coming weeks the teachers will be marking these mock exams frantically to return them to 
the students with some real in-depth feedback on how to improve. As ever, it then becomes a team 
effort to take this feedback and ensure that it is acted upon thereby helping the student to achieve a 
higher mark in the March exams. I would ask again for the support of parents to ensure that their child 
not only reads but also acts upon the feedback given. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Without this feedback work tests are just tests and lead to little learning. 
 
We will continue to have high expectations of every child and push them to ensure they bring out the 
best in themselves. 
 
Vacancies 
  
Like many schools and businesses, recruitment recently has become harder than ever, so I thought I 
would reach out to the parent body. If you are interested in working at Oxted School or may know 
someone who is, please review our current vacancies pages: https://www.oxtedschool.org/Current-
Vacancies/.  We would love to hear from you. 
 
Thank Staff 
 
Finally, I know our staff love praise, so if you wish to say thank you, please do so using the following 
email address: thankstaff@oxted.thpt.org.uk. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
        
 
 
 
Mr R Bond 
Partnership Principal 
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